
This past year in Egypt, Mama Maggie and 
the entire Stephen’s Children team have 
depended on the power of unceasing 
prayer. They all have been sustained by 
God’s lavish grace that comes freely to 
those who ask for it in true humility. It 
was a year of forgiveness and a sweet 
season of God’s love made manifest.

To be sure, it was not always easy. Egypt 
continues to be challenged by violence and 
insecurity. Yet, by God’s grace, teams from 
Stephen’s Children were able to encourage 
and give direct help and hope to Cairo’s 
and Upper Egypt’s most needy children 
and families through all our programs.

For this, we give all praise and gratitude to 
our Lord. We trust He has a perfect plan for 
His people in Egypt. Our prayers continue for 
peace to prevail in Egypt as well as all over 
the world. Our hearts yearn for political and 
social stability, thus leading to improvement 
of the economy for the sake of the very poor.

As Mama Maggie says of the precious 
people she is called to serve : “Each 

one is unique. The whole garden of 
humanity is completed when each one 
adds his unique fragrance. As humans 
we all need each other. No one can 
survive alone. I have a broken heart for 
every life that was lost this last year in 
my country. We need strength beyond 
human limitation to live in forgiveness.” 

Please join in the chorus of prayer 
for God’s peace to prevail in Cairo 
and beyond, and for Stephen’s 
Children to be ever more effective in 
providing a full measure of Christ-
inspired dignity and strength in this 
life and bright hope for tomorrow.
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CONTRIBUTE WITH CONFIDENCE 
Friends of Stephen’s Children in North America are 
encouraged to prayerfully support the ministry 
as God leads. To donate, please visit www.
stephenschildren.org. Or, mail your gift using the 
enclosed envelope.
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Teams of medical volunteers give of their time 
each week to come to the garbage dumps to 
monitor the health of the children. Often it is 
a family member of the students who receives 
medical attention. On many occasions when 
further medical care is needed, the doctors 
donate their time and talents without charge.

The difficult life of living in garbage dumps is 
compounded by the unsanitary conditions and 
associated health risks. For those families, there 
is little access to basic healthcare and it is all-
too-common to see both parents and children 
suffer from medical issues. We provide medical 
care such as free check ups, dental exams and 
other vital services that can treat and prevent 
illness and often save lives.

Our ministry is focused on building healthy 
bodies as well as spiritual vitality. Consider the 
case of two young sisters, 9-year-old Jacklen 
Salheen and 10-year-old Gerges Salheen, who 
were neglected by their parents. They never 
learned proper hygiene nor did they receive 
medical attention when needed. They suffered 
from head ulcers and lice to the point where they 
were isolated from their friends. Fortunately, one 
of our ministers took the responsibility to provide 
them with medical attention and also teach them 
how to care for themselves. She ministered to 
these girls and helped overcome their past by 
showing them the loving face and gentle touch 
of Jesus Christ. The girls accepted Christ and now 
are flourishing in an active and continual prayer 
life with our minister.

Medical Services - 35,237 medical cases were treated by our team

Another Year of  
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It is critically important that our Stephen’s Children staff is current on the 
best practices and aware of current situations within the country and each 
neighborhood in which they work. To that end, we held 2,077 training 
sessions attended by 15,784 team members and volunteers over the 
past year. Stephen’s Children provides continuing education for all staff 
and teachers in the most up-to-date teaching methods and practices.

Training - 2,077 training sessions attended by 
15,784 team members and volunteers

{“The weapons we fight with are not 
the weapons of the world. On the 
contrary, they have divine power.”   

II Corinthians 10:4{

“BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO HUNGER 
AND THIRST FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS, FOR  

THEY WILL BE FILLED.”
~ M AT T H E W  5 : 6



Jesus devoted much of his earthly ministry to caring 
for the dispossessed and the outcasts, and Stephen’s 
Children is honored to follow in His footsteps. We serve 
the neediest and “the least of those” wherever we may 
find them in Cairo and Upper Egypt. The healthcare, 
food assistance, counseling on child development and 
spiritual guidance offered is treasured as it feeds both 
hungry mouths and parched souls. 

Every day, we see how simple gestures of love and 

help can mean so much. For example, 15-year-old 
Marya Salam’s mother must work two jobs to help 
provide for her family. It’s taken a toll as her eyesight 
has suffered. Through our ministry with Marya, we 
learned about her mom’s eye problems and one of 
our ministers was able to get her to an eye doctor 
and outfit her with a pair of prescription glasses. 
Since then, her mother’s sight has significantly 
improved, and she is gratefully receiving spiritual 
support from our ministry.

We often encounter children who no longer are able to attend school because 
they must forage for food and other supplies to help support their families. For 
many of them, our vocational training program provides a way to break free 
from the oppressive grip of poverty. Our ministry team offers services such as 
basic literacy, trade skills, sewing, shoe repair and other economically viable 
skills. For example, the Hermosa Project is using farming as a tool to not only 
provide food but teach agricultural sustainability, literacy, job skills and other 
life skills to young boys. More significantly, the project is also a discipleship 
vehicle that will begin the process of transforming these boys into spiritual 
leaders of their communities.

Vocational Training - A second chance at life

In the midst of violence and always-present threats of insecurity, our 
staff has been steadfast in showing the face of Christ and His example of 
fearless love through a variety of programs in the last year. For the year 
2013, Stephen’s Children provided help in the name of Jesus Christ 
to 32,241 families living in grinding poverty in Egypt. For some, it is a 
matter of sheer survival. 

We distributed 112,627 food parcels with each parcel helping families 
of eight to 10 members enjoy nutritional meals. This was accomplished 
despite rampaging inflation that is leading to even higher rates of poverty. 
In November and December of 2013, Egypt experienced inflation rates of 
13% and 11.7% respectively. To put that in perspective, the United States 
saw inflation of 1.2% and 1.5% during the same months. This makes the 
cost of our provisions steeper, but we are deeply committed to maintain 
our humanitarian efforts to address the growing poverty rate in the 
country, now at 26.3%.

Mothers’ Gatherings - 29,275 women attended one of our Mothers’ Gatherings

Stephen’s Children exists to strengthen families. So often, 
due to the culture of Egypt, woman are undervalued and 
overlooked. Healthy families need all voices to be heard 
and this is an opportunity for mothers of children in our 
programs to not only discuss important issues, but also 
to gather in Christian fellowship and receive spiritual 
encouragement.

And with spiritual instruction and care, many mothers 
become more tender caregivers for their children. For 

example, 6-year-old Guirguis told us of receiving severe 
beatings from his mother. She was a woman who felt 
violence was the best way to combat unruly behavior by 
her children. But when she began attending our Mothers’ 
Gatherings, she heard of a more excellent way of parenting. 
Through constant prayer and a series of behavior exercises, 
Guirguis’ mother realized striking her children was not a 
prudent form of discipline. Now, she reports that her son 
is happier, more well behaved and, for the first time ever, 
exclaimed, “I love my mother.”

Home Visits - 13,407 visits made by our ministry team

“I pray for unity and reconciliation” ~ Mama Maggie
For many children living in the garbage dumps, 
formal education is rare and precious. Yet, it 
is a pathway to a life of greater dignity and 
independence. Our K-9 facility, the Farah school, 
saw its enrollment nearly double from 240 
students in 2012 to 428 this year. The school 
adheres to a mandated curriculum and is a faith-
integrated educational facility open to Christian 
and Muslim children alike. In addition to Farah 
School, we also have 90 Community Education 
Centers equipping children with basic education 
and a biblical foundation to help them see God’s 
unconditional love for them. Our goal for 2014 is 
to add five new Community Education Centers, 
bringing our total to 95.

Not only do we provide education, but we provide 
the means for people like 11-year-old Christine 
to attend school. After Christine’s father suffered 
a heart attack, he was unable to work and her 
mother was the only one bringing in money to 
sustain this family of five. When one of our ministry 
members visited Christine, she expressed remorse 
about not having a school uniform and prayed 
that God would provide a way for her to continue 
her education. A few days later our ministry team 
was able to deliver school clothes and supplies to 
Christine. Her tearful yet joyful response: “Thank 
you, my Heavenly Father, Jesus, for sending me 
what I need. I was not going to go to school this 
year but starting tomorrow I can go!”

Basic Education and Community Education - 18,834 visits to 90 Education Centers Stephen’s Children was founded 
to shine the beacon of Jesus Christ’s 
light and hope in some of the world’s 
most neglected and shadowy corners.

“My heart stays with the children and the poor. 

I will pray for everyone in my country that 

they will be able to lift up the people and give 

justice to the poor.”  ~ Mama Maggie {{


