
Amid Cairo’s Chaos, Hope for ‘the Least of These’
Following Egypt’s summer of unrest 
and uncertainty, the faithful work 
of Stephen’s Children continues to 
usher in God’s season of harvest 
as the momentous year 2013 
ripens.  The gospel message of 
hope infuses the ministry of Mama 
Maggie and amplifies the brave 
work of thousands of staff and 
volunteers who carry out their 
mission of mercy to “the least of 

these,” as Christ instructed.

Stephen’s Children feeds the 
hungry, comforts the distressed, 
and teaches thousands of children a 

more excellent way of living, 
despite the daunting challenges of 
grinding poverty, human indignity 
and cultural-political conflicts.

Christ-centered education is at the 
heart of Mama Maggie’s mission, 
because it is a clear path for many 
to a life of significance and service, 
and a positive way out of the often-
degrading circumstances in which 
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Matching Gift Challenge! Use the envelope 
inside to help Mama Maggie complete a new 
and much-needed Christ-centered school.

Better to be lowly in spirit along with the oppressed than 
to share plunder with the proud. Whoever gives heed to 
instruction prospers, and blessed is the one who trusts in the 
Lord. The wise in heart are called discerning,  and gracious 
words promote instruction. — Proverbs 16:19-21

Mama Maggie’s spirit of love and serenity inspires the ministry of 
Stephen’s Children, offering hope and a future to impoverished 
families and children. Your gifts enable her and her devoted team to 
show Christ’s love to Egypt’s most vulnerable and lowly.
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so many Coptic Christian children 
find themselves.

The Farah School, founded and 
administered by Stephen’s Children, 
nearly doubled its student body 
this school year. It grew from 240 
children to 428, with many more 
children seeking to transfer in 
for the superior education and 
the Christ-focused emphasis. An 
expansion was completed over 
the summer, along with new 
furnishings provided by a generous 
grant from a U.S. foundation, but 
the demand for Christian education 
in greater Cairo is overwhelming.

In response, Mama Maggie and 
Stephen’s Children will be opening a 
second new facility in the slum area 
of El Khosous, with construction 
beginning in late 2013 on a facility 
that would educate more than 1,100 
students in both the elementary 

and secondary grades.  The new 
initiative, likely to be called Farah 2, 
already has obtained the land and 
secured more than $1.2 million in 
donations of the nearly $3.6 million 
needed to complete the project.

In addition, U.S. Advisory Board 
members Dick and Betsy DeVos 
have generously funded a matching 
grant for a Community Education 
Center in Shoubra El Kheima, 
pledging to match the first $98,500 
donated to complete the facility.  
Mama Maggie blesses the DeVos 
family for their caring support, and 
encourages the North American 

partners of Stephen’s Children 
to take up that challenge during 
the upcoming holiday season of 
Thanksgiving and Christmas.

“We can each be full to overflowing 
with His abundance, His purity, 
His love, His giving and forgiving, 
and His joy,” Mama Maggie wrote 
in a special holiday message to the 
friends of Stephen’s Children. “God 
is unlimited; we are so limited.  No 
lifetime is enough to really know 
the indescribable riches of His 
fullness.  Every moment in eternity 
will bring more understanding, 
more joy, more thought, more 
depths of His love, more heights of 
His peace.  Here we cannot begin to 
understand this great mystery, but 
we can still give thanks for all what 
God gives us now, that can never be 
taken away, and the eternal joys of 
all He has promised to give us after 
this life is over!”

A Visit with the New Pope

In an eventful inaugural year as 
head of the Holy Synod of the 
Coptic Orthodox Patriarchate 
of Alexandria, Pope Tawadros II 
took time to meet with Mama 

Maggie and to encourage her in 
the ongoing work of Stephen’s 
Children.  The meeting, which took 
place at St. Mark’s Coptic Cathedral 
in Cairo, included the Pope’s 
meditation on Second Corinthians 
13:11: “Finally, brothers and sisters, 
rejoice! Strive for full restoration, 
encourage one another, be of one 
mind, live in peace.  And the God of 
love and peace will be with you.”

During the meeting, Pope Tawadros 
listened intently to Mama Maggie’s 

overview of the work of Stephen’s 
Children, and he responded with 
enthusiastic words about the 
importance of reaching out to 
children and the critical role of 
educating children to build a more 
just and civil society in Egypt, and 
around the world.

Since being selected to lead the 
Coptic Orthodox Church, Pope 
Tawadros also has met with Pope 
Francis at the Vatican. He has been 
a clear and forceful voice within 
Egypt for the countercultural 
message of Christian love and 

tolerance as the church and the 
faithful flock endure profound 
challenges in the midst of the 
country’s upheavals.

God is Answering Prayer
In the heat of this year’s uprising in Egypt, many churches, 
schools and homes of believers were targeted for vandalism 
and acts of hostility.  One of Stephen’s Children’s Kindergartens 
in El Khosous was ransacked this spring, but no one was hurt.  
God has been faithful in keeping his children safe in His arms.  
In mid-August, many churches were set on fire, especially in 
upper Egypt.  But again, by God’s grace no human life was 

destroyed. We ask that you join with us in thanking God for His favor:

When you walk through the fire,   you will not be burned;  the flames will not set you ablaze.  
For I am the Lord your God. — Isaiah 43:2

Hope for ‘the Least of These’ . . . continued from page 1

The New-Found 
Faith of Ibrahim
As a young boy, Ibrahim was beaten 
physically and emotionally by an 
abusive older brother. He believed 
he was an unfortunate victim of 
circumstances in a disordered family. 
His demeanor at school was shy, sad, 
submissive and hopeless. But Mama 
Maggie is well acquainted with 
that spirit of resignation, and works 
devotedly to turn those attitudes 
completely around.

“Each one of us makes our own 
circumstances with God who gives 
us power and strength,” Mama 
Maggie is fond of saying.

One of Mama Maggie’s volunteers 
began working with Ibrahim, 
visiting him at school and inviting 
him to summer camp. During the 
camp session, Ibrahim was riveted 
when a speaker pointedly asked the 
campers: ”Are you happy with your 
life? Are you satisfied with yourself?” 

Then he heard these words: “God 
is telling you that He loves you and 
wants to change your heart and 
change your whole life.” Ibrahim 
began weeping and asked God to 
fill his heart with the love of Jesus. 
He promised God that he would 
also pray for his brother and parents 
and the rest of the family so they 
may know Jesus closely. He also 
decided to go back to school and 
continue his education. 

In the freshness of his faith, Ibrahim 
declared, ”Thank you God for 
bringing me back to myself which I 
had lost. Please stay near me for the 
rest of my life.”
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